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Bonding Through Diversity, Pt 8 
Handling Our Differences Constructively  
When Other Believers Criticize and Label 

 

Lee Acres Church of Christ, March 6, 2016 
Dr. Carlus Gupton 

 
Lee Acres Relational Commitment 
1. Allow the characteristics of love from 1 Cor. 13 to govern our dealings with each other.  
2. Always maintain open-minded communication. 
3. Focus on our faith foundations. 
4. Strive toward principled compromise in areas other than our foundational beliefs. 
5. Maintain the attitude of Christ by “emptying ourselves” into each other’s lives 
6. Let all of our dealings be governed by fervent prayer. 
7. Do not be fearful of individual thinking. 
8. Cooperate with our elders’ decisions and maintain a loyal relationship with our congregation.  
 
Big Idea for this lesson: It is difficult to respond to brothers and sisters in Christ who misread 
our intentions and misunderstand our convictions. We must do all we can to practice the biblical 
principles of grace and civility. 
 
1. Biblical principles 
 
 A. Ephesians 4:1-3 
 B. Galatians 5:16-26 
 C. 2 Timothy 2:22-26  
 D. James 3:17-18  
 
2.  Help from our Restoration heritage

1
  

 
 A. In February 1826, Alexander Campbell had been in a period of serious reinvestigation of his faith  
  for at least fifteen years. He had delivered his famous Sermon on the Law, engaged in public   
  debates on baptism, and had begun publishing and editing The Christian Baptist. Campbell even  
  attacked what he believed to be error, but he remained in “full communion” with the Baptists. A  
  correspondent wrote a long letter to Campbell, chastising Campbell’s course of action as    
  “inconsistent.” This person believed Campbell should withdraw from them because of the errors  
  they hold.  
   Campbell’s critic noted that he and the Baptists disagreed on various matters. Fellowship   
  could only be based upon conformity to “the New Testament law, as respects doctrine, worship,  
  and order, exhibiting the model of Christ’s house.” Thus unity is impossible without complete   
  conformity to the New Testament pattern. 
   Campbell’s reply is that this position would forbid fellowship with all of the churches in the  
  New Testament!  
 

“I question very much whether Paul the Apostle could have broken bread with the 
congregation in Rome, in Corinth, in Thessalonica, or with the congregations in Galatia, and 
others, at the time he wrote his letters to them. Nay, I do not think that the Saviour himself 
could have instituted the supper amongst the twelve, or they could have had full communion 
on your principles … For none of these congregations at the times alluded to were exhibiting 
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the model of Christ’s house, ‘were conformed to the New Testament, as respects donctrine, 
worship, and order …” 

 
 B. Alexander Campbell directs some of his most powerful words at the real issue behind the   
  Independent Baptist’s false reading of the New Testament. The problem is the cancer,    
  “sectarianism,” A failure to see the example of Jesus, Paul and an awareness of our own self-  
  righteousness blinds the sectarian. Campbell frankly admits that in his younger days he too   
  followed the Pharisaic Unity Plan, which is simply a plan to isolated and congratulate ourselves  
  on our supposed superiority. Power flows from these words … 
 

“I have tried the pharisaic plan, the monastic. I was once so straight, that like the Indian’s 
tree, I leaned a little the other way. And however much I may be slandered now as seeking 
‘popularity’ or popular course, I have to rejoice that TO MY OWN SATISFACTION, as well as 
to others, I proved that truth, and not popularity was my object; for I was once so strict a 
Separatist that I would neither pray nor sing praises with anyone who was not as perfect as I 
supposed myself. In this most unpopular course I persisted until I discovered the mistake, 
and saw that on the principle embraced in my conduct, there could never be a congregation 
or church upon the earth.” 

 
“Dear sir, this plan of making our own nest, and fluttering over our own brood; of building our 
own tent, and of confining all goodness and grace to our noble selves and the ‘elect few’ who 
are like us, is the quintessence of sublimated pharisaism. The old Pharisees were but babes 
in comparison to the modern: and the longer I live, and the more I reflect upon God and 
man—heaven and earth—the Bible and the world—Redeemer and his church—the more I 
am assured that all sectarianism is the offspring of hell … To lock ourselves up in the band 
box of our own little circle; to associate with a few units, tens, or hundreds, as the pure 
church, as the elect, is real Protestant monkery, it is evangelical nunnery.” 
 

3.  Suggestions 
 
 A. Practice grace and civility. Travel the high road. 
 
 B. Extend the right hand of unity, but understand it may not be reciprocated.  
 
 C. Maintain your conviction and direction. Stay the course. 
 

 
 
 


